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much information on this subject. He is the present liv-
ing recognized head of the great A-waus-e family. He
says that this clan claim the Me-she-num-aig-way (immense
fish) which, according to their description, is equivalent
or analogical, to the Leviathan mentioned in the Bible.
This being is also one of the Spirits recognized in their
grand Me-da-we rite. This clan comprises the several
branches who claim the Catfish, Merman, Sturgeon,
Pike, Whitefish, and Sucker Totems, and in fact, all the
totems of the fish species may be classed under this gene-
ral head. This family are physically noted for being long
lived, and for the scantiness and fineness of their hair, espe-
cially in old age; if you see an old Indian of this tribe
with a bald head, you may be certain that he is an
A-waus-e.

Tradition says that many generations ago, all the dif-
ferent clans of the tribe, with the exception of the Ah-ah-
wank, formed a league and made war on the Aw-aus-e
with the intent to exterminate them. But the Aw-aus-e
family proved too strong for their united brethren and pre-
vailed against their efforts, and ever since this event, they
have claimed a certain pre-eminence over them in the
councils of the tribe. They also claim, that of the six
beings who emerged from the great water, and originated
the Totems, their progenitor was the first who appeared,
and was leader of the others.

Of nine thousand of the Ojibways who reside within
the limits of the United States, about the shores of Lake
Superior and the headwaters of the Mississippi, full one
thousand belong to the Aw-aus-e family.

The Bus-in-as-see, or Crane family, are also numerouns,
and form an important element of the Ojibway tribe.
They reside mostly on the south shores of Lake Superior
and toward the east in the Canadas, though they have
representatives scattered in every spot where the Ojibways



